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Council urges Government to improve coordination of major infrastructure projects during ministerial visit  
During a recent ministerial visit to the district, East Suffolk Council has urged the Government to improve coordination and strategic oversight of Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs). 
On Thursday 18 December, Lord Vallance, Minister for Nuclear at the Department for Energy Security and Net Zero, visited Sizewell C. The Council's Deputy Leader Cllr Paul Ashton and cabinet member for Energy and Climate Change Cllr Tom Daly met with the Minister, alongside the MP for Suffolk Coastal Jenny Riddell-Carpenter. During discussions, the Council pressed its concerns about the lack of coordination across multiple NSIPs affecting East Suffolk and emphasised the importance of maintaining momentum on the social and environmental mitigations secured as part of the Sizewell C project.  
East Suffolk continues to play a significant role in the nation’s progress towards Net Zero, with several NSIPs already planned or under construction across the district and heritage coast. These include the Sizewell C new nuclear project, alongside other large-scale energy and infrastructure schemes, including the Sea Link grid reinforcement project currently in examination with the Planning Inspectorate. However, the concentration of these projects, many with overlapping construction periods in the same geographical areas, poses the risk of substantial cumulative impacts on local communities, the environment, the district’s tourism economy, and essential services.  
The Council has for years consistently raised these concerns with central government, stressing the need for a more joined up approach to infrastructure consenting. It has repeatedly called for a comprehensive cost benefit analysis of all available options or, at minimum, a Government led requirement for developers to work collaboratively to minimise harm to host communities. 
During the meeting, the Council reiterated its commitment to constructive engagement with Government and developers but warned that the current system risks undermining community confidence and the deliverability of national infrastructure ambitions. The Council also reinforced its expectation that all NSIP developers must deliver the environmental mitigation and community benefits they have committed to, ensuring these measures provide meaningful and lasting value for local communities and environments.  
Cllr Daly said: “East Suffolk plays a vital role in supporting the nation’s energy and infrastructure ambitions. However, the sheer volume of major projects proposed for our district means we are facing unprecedented pressures. Whilst project benefits are on a national scale, the impacts are localised within our district. We need Government to take a more coordinated, strategic approach so that these projects can be delivered in a way that is fair to our communities and environment, and sustainable for the future. It is essential that the developers of these nationally significant projects not only make commitments but follow through on them, particularly when it comes to environmental mitigation and community benefits.” 
In October, the Leader of East Suffolk Council, Cllr Caroline Topping, wrote to the Minister reiterating these concerns and invited him to visit the district to see firsthand the close proximity of the proposed NSIPs and the challenges faced by local communities. 
East Suffolk Council will continue to advocate for improved coordination and collaboration between projects and developers and will keep pressing for communities affected by nationally important infrastructure to receive appropriate benefits for hosting them.
Community Cohesion Small Grant Scheme: Guidance for Applicants
The grant scheme is open to projects and organisations supporting community cohesion in Aldeburgh, Leiston, Saxmundham and the surrounding villages. 
The Fund opens on Monday, January 12, 2026 and closes on Monday, February 23, 2026.
Purpose and Aims
The purpose and aims of the funding is to enable voluntary organisations, faith groups and community groups to promote cohesion within the local community by delivering a project that meets one or more of the following aims:
1. Projects or an Event(s) that support togetherness: This may include the bringing together of people from different backgrounds, for example ages, genders or cultures.
2. Projects or an Event(s) that provide the community with a sense of belonging and pride in where they live.
3. Projects or an Event(s) that bring people together for the same shared vision and has a result of improving wellbeing or sense of stability/security.
The above are just a guide and proposals may offer other interpretations of community cohesion. Please clearly outline in your application how your proposed project will improve community cohesion.
To find out more email: grants@eastsuffolk.gov.uk
Continued support for Thorpeness residents
East Suffolk Council has today confirmed that it will continue to provide funding to support Thorpeness homeowners faced with the cost of demolishing their homes due to coastal erosion.

The Council has been in regular dialogue with property owners and has previously provided reassurance about the availability of funding to meet the costs. Now, with five properties already removed and a further eight homes at high risk, the Council has confirmed that it will ensure all costs are met, so that those affected are not left out of pocket at a deeply distressing time.
The Council will now seek support with the reimbursement of these costs from the Government and Environment Agency via their Coastal Erosion Assistance Grant scheme. The total demolition costs are expected to be in the region of £330,000 and the Council will provide the additional funding through its reserves. The Council has acted quickly to formally agree this decision, ensuring that funding can be delivered immediately.
Cllr Mark Packard, Cabinet Member for Planning and Coastal Management said, “Property owners are suffering a genuinely devastating experience, and our teams have been working closely with those affected throughout. The issue of demolition costs has been a grave concern to them, and we have always sought to provide reassurance.
“However, the erosion in recent weeks has occurred at such an unprecedented rate that a decision has been taken to immediately ensure costs are covered in the short term. This is a tragedy for property-owners; however, we are able to address one of the most worrying elements of this upsetting situation.”
Works start to create new community hall in Aldringham Cum Thorpe
Works have started this month to create a new community hall in Aldringham Cum Thorpe.
The new community hall is being built on the Ogilvie Pavilion and Sports Ground, with a maximum of £735,000 in funding awarded by East Suffolk Council through Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) and £310,000 provided by Sizewell C Community Fund.
CIL is a planning charge that was introduced by the Planning Act 2008 as a tool for local authorities in England and Wales to deliver infrastructure to support development in an area. Improvements to local infrastructure include play areas, village halls, schools, transport schemes and GP surgeries.
The project which is being led by the Ogilvie Pavilion and Sports Ground trustees, first originated in 2012 when Ogilvie Hall was sold. The money from this sale along with £25,000 in Neighbourhood Community Infrastructure Levy (NCIL) awarded to Aldringham Cum Thorpe Parish Council will be used in building the community hall which will include a bar, foyer and coffee area, kitchen, office, meeting room along with an outdoor BBQ and play area.
Cllr Mark Packard, East Suffolk Council's cabinet member for Planning and Coastal Management, said: “The village has been campaigning for a number of years to establish a larger and more adaptable community space to work alongside the existing Pavilion and sports ground, so we’re pleased to see works starting to create modern, accessible facilities for the benefit of people living in Aldringham cum Thorpe and the surrounding villages.
“Community halls are a vital part of our villages, offering a public meeting place and a local hub where people can foster connections, so it’s positive to see that CIL contributions through recent housing developments are supporting the development of the community hall which will support the long-term wellbeing of residents.”
Works are expected to be completed in autumn 2026.
