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Suffolk councils launch new organisation website 
A new website providing trusted information on Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) in Suffolk has been launched by the county’s 6 councils.
The website, named Future Suffolk, is part of a shared commitment by the county, district and borough councils to ensure residents and communities understand LGR and what it means for them.
The site brings together key information, helping to communicate upcoming changes in a clear and consistent way. It also offers a single point of contact for residents, allowing them to submit any questions, comments and concerns.
The Future Suffolk website includes:
•    Clear explanations on LGR
•    A timeline of key milestones
•    Maps of the new council boundaries
•    An interactive map showing provisional ward names and boundaries
•    Information on councillor numbers
The website also outlines proposed names for the new unitary councils and the details of the electoral wards within them - these are required as part of the legal process to establish the three new councils. The proposed names are Central and East Suffolk, Ipswich and South Suffolk, and West Suffolk. 
Once established, the new councils will have the ability to review these names.
The website launch comes following government’s announcement in March 2026,that three new unitary authorities would replace the current county, district and borough councils.
Elections for the new councils will take place in 2027 ahead of the first day of operations (known as ‘Vesting Day’), when the new authorities formally assume their responsibilities.
LGR is a national programme across England to simplify and modernise local government structures, typically by replacing multi-tier systems with single unitary councils responsible for delivering all local services.


New East Suffolk App to help East Suffolk residents with the changes to recycling which begin in June.
The new app will help residents quickly see which bin is due for collection each week and will help people check what can be put into each bin, to help people recycle even more.
There is also the option to receive reminders ahead of bin collection day and receive alerts if a scheduled bin collection has been delayed through bad weather or a traffic issue.
The new app also enables people to find nearby council-owned car parks, leisure centres and public toilets, as well as local places to eat and their associated food hygiene rating.
Cllr Paul Ashton, East Suffolk’s Deputy Leader and cabinet member for Corporate Services said: "The new East Suffolk app will help residents adjust to the changes to recycling services which are being introduced across the county on 1 June, making it even easier for people to check their collection day, the colour of bin being collected and check what items can go into each bin.
“In addition to recycling information, our new app also enables people to find nearby council-owned facilities such as car parks and public toilets, report issues directly using our online forms and check the food hygiene ratings of local places to eat, with more services to come in due course.”
The new app is available for Apple and Android in the app store (search for East Suffolk).
The new Better Recycling service launches in Suffolk from 1 June and from this date, residents will be able to recycle more items, including glass and soft plastic, through their recycling bins at home. The collections will be as follows:

•    A weekly food waste collection (grey food container)
•    A three-weekly general rubbish collection (black lid bin)
•    A three-weekly recycling collection for glass, plastics, metal and cartons (blue lid bin)
•    A three-weekly recycling collection for paper and card (green lid bin)
By the end of this month, all households will have received their additional green lidded recycling bin and grey food waste container, as well as a smaller caddy to collect food waste indoors.
To help residents recycle even more, the new East Suffolk app has a handy recycling search tool to check whether an item can be recycled. There is also an AI powered image search which enables residents to take a photo of an item and check whether it can be recycled, and in which bin.
The new app is fully accessible and is voice reader compatible. 
New Community Energy Scheme 
East Suffolk's Community Energy Programme will support delivery of community-owned and led renewable energy projects – empowering communities to take control of their energy future and contribute to a more sustainable energy system, alongside offering local benefits.

Following a competitive bidding process, a consortium led by the Centre for Sustainable Energy has been chosen to deliver the project alongside Community Energy England and Ashden climate change charity. As well as bringing experience in the community energy space, the three organisations include locally-based partners with a number of connections to existing groups across the district.

The Centre for Sustainable Energy consortium will support existing community groups in East Suffolk, as well as identifying and encouraging new groups through its ‘Future Energy Landscapes’ and ‘Community Energy Go’ pathways. These will help progress projects through the technical feasibility stage to submitting grant bids and ultimately installing community-owned energy assets. 

East Suffolk Council will be working with the Centre for Sustainable Energy, Community Energy England and Ashden on the next steps for the programme, starting with engaging the existing groups. These will be triaged and provided with tailored support to allow the community energy projects to move forward.

East Suffolk Council is inviting community energy groups to attend a free evening event to celebrate the launch of the programme, at East Suffolk House, Melton, IP12 1RT, from 5.30pm-8.30pm on Friday 29 May. The event will include:
•    An introduction to the programme and information on how to get involved
•    Practical training on running community energy workshops
•    Opportunities to connect with other groups and share ideas
Reserve your free space by visiting the EventBrite webpage.

East Suffolk Council is looking forward to working with the consortium to deliver community energy projects across the district and is encouraging any community organisations in East Suffolk which may be interested in locally-owned and managed energy installations to get in touch via climate.sustainability@eastsuffolk.gov.uk.

East Suffolk 2026 apprenticeship scheme to help grow local talent
East Suffolk Council is helping people unlock their potential with the return of its successful apprenticeship scheme.  
There are six new opportunities available in a number of teams, including Coastal Properties, Communities, Finance, Private Sector Housing and Planning.  
Potential apprentices can learn more about the scheme and about working for the Council by attending a special open evening, which will take place between 5.30pm and 7pm at East Suffolk House in Melton on Tuesday 12 May, and at Riverside in Lowestoft on Thursday 14 May. Please email HR@eastsuffolk.gov.uk to book your place.  
Chris Bally, East Suffolk Council’s Chief Executive, said: 
“We are once again proud to see our apprenticeship scheme return for a fourteenth year. Each cohort is full of talented apprentices that bring unique qualities to the work they do. Apprenticeships provide the opportunity to gain workplace experience, high quality training, and a recognised qualification - all while in paid employment.  
“Our apprenticeship scheme has no upper age limit, and we pride ourselves on being an inclusive employer. Prospective apprentices can be reassured that our supportive culture will enable them to get more out of their apprenticeship than just a qualification.
“I’m looking forward to welcoming the next cohort of apprentices and would encourage anyone to apply, as you never know what opportunities it may unlock.”
Keira joined East Suffolk’s Corporate Health and Safety Team as an apprentice in 2024 and is now working as a Support Officer in the Environmental Protection Team. Speaking about her apprenticeship, she said: 
“My apprenticeship has really helped me improve my communication and social skills, as I have been involved in lots of big meetings. I’m also well connected with a lot of the other apprentices, meaning I can reach out for help whenever I need it.  
“The biggest perk of doing an apprenticeship is gaining experience within the workplace whilst learning and earning. This isn’t something you would be able to do at university.”
Current apprenticeship opportunities.
East Suffolk Council careers page. 
Applications close on Monday 8 June, with all apprentices expected to start in September.


East Suffolk Council has launched the new Thriving Places Investment Fund to support the district’s towns, villages and rural communities.  
The fund will support projects that strengthen local communities, improve access to services and create more vibrant, inclusive and resilient places across East Suffolk.  
£1.5m of funding will be available over the next two financial years, comprising £1m in capital funding and £500,000 in revenue funding, to support a wide range of community-led projects.  
Grants are available for projects that deliver against one or more of the fund’s four priority areas:
· Thriving local centres and enterprise – improving town and village centres, supporting small businesses and strengthening local economies
· Participation, skills and inclusion – helping people feel connected, improving access to opportunities and reducing inequalities
· Visitor economy, culture and local identity – celebrating heritage, boosting visitor appeal and strengthening pride in place
· Green economy, sustainability and infrastructure – supporting greener communities and improving the local environment
Communities across East Suffolk face several challenges, including declining infrastructure, limited access to services, social isolation and inequalities. The Thriving Places Investment Fund will help communities respond to these challenges, whilst also supporting sustainable local growth.
Councillor Caroline Topping, Leader of East Suffolk Council and cabinet member for Economic Development and Regeneration, said: 
“The Thriving Places Investment Fund is about empowering local communities to shape their own futures. By investing in places, people and ideas, we want to support projects that make a real, visible difference to everyday life – particularly in our market towns, villages and rural areas.
“I am looking forward to seeing the outcomes of projects supported by this fund and encourage applications from across the district.”
Community and voluntary organisations, charities, not-for-profit organisations, town and parish councils and village hall committees are all eligible to apply.
The fund offers capital grants of between £10,000 and £50,000 or revenue grants of between £5,000 and £25,000. Applicants can request up to 70% of total project costs, with the remaining 30% provided through match funding.  
Projects could include improving community buildings, creating welcoming and accessible local centres, developing skills and wellbeing activities, enhancing visitor facilities, restoring local heritage, or investing in greener infrastructure such as renewable energy, green spaces or active travel connections.
The Thriving Places Investment Fund will operate through multiple funding rounds during 2026/27 and 2027/28. Applicants must first submit a short Expression of Interest, with eligible projects invited to complete a full application.
Projects based within the parish boundaries of Lowestoft and Felixstowe are not eligible, although organisations based in those areas may apply for projects delivered elsewhere in East Suffolk.
Further information, including guidance and application deadlines, is available on the Thriving Places Investment Fund section of our website. Organisations unsure about their eligibility are encouraged to contact the council’s grants team (grants@eastsuffolk.gov.uk) for advice before applying. 
Entries open for two East Suffolk planning awards
East Suffolk Council is proud to open nominations for two planning awards as it launches the East Suffolk Developers Charter Awards for the first time alongside the Quality of Place Awards. 

Celebrating developments that go above and beyond minimum standards, members of the public and residents living in new developments are invited to put forward projects that demonstrate close community collaboration for the Developers Charter Awards.  

With nominations also welcomed from town and parish councils and developers, the awards aim to recognise and support developers that carry out meaningful engagement with the community and achieve high quality design in terms of appearance, function and sustainability, across five categories: 

•    Participation and engagement 
•    Landscape and biodiversity 
•    Homes 
•    Sustainable design  
•    Consideration construction and community ownership 

Championing high standards in all forms of design - including planning, architecture, sustainable development, ecology, landscape design and community engagement - the Quality of Place Awards established in 2010 invites nominations for projects across six categories: 

•    Design – New build   
•    Design – Extensions and alterations   
•    Building Conservation   
•    Community   
•    Landscape   
•    Nature/ecology  

Ben Woolnough, Head of Planning and Building Control at East Suffolk Council said:
“We’re delighted to launch the Developers Charter Awards alongside our Quality of Place Awards.
“Both awards give us the opportunity to celebrate excellence in design, sustainability and community engagement across East Suffolk, recognising projects and residential developments that enhance the built and natural environment and demonstrate best practice through high-quality, collaborative design. 

“Through the Developers Charter Awards, we are keen to see nominations for projects that exceed minimum requirements and are leading the way in shaping high-quality future development and we encourage the public, developers and communities to put forward schemes that reflect these shared ambitions.”
Nomination can be made online:
· East Suffolk Developers Charter
· Quality of Place Awards
Nominations for both awards close on Friday 3 July.



