


Happy New Year to everyone. This year has begun much like the last, with many of us once again engaged in NSIPs and consultations. Sea Link hearings are continuing, the Lion Link consultation is about to open, and other energy projects are continuing or gaining pace across our area.  The next Sizewell C forum is imminent, please refer to my December report for all of the forum dates for 2026.
In Suffolk, we are also preparing for a year unlike any other. Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) means that, in just over two years’ time, the county council, along with the district and borough councils, will cease to exist. The structure of local government will change permanently as we move towards what government are saying to be a simpler system of unitary government.
Over the coming months, government will decide the form this new unitary authority will take. I have included the SCC leaders opinion piece below which covers other items including SEND, Adult care and other important matters.
Also, as the weather and conditions have turned colder, please may I urge you to re look at my December report for all of the useful contact numbers and helplines, especially regarding power cuts/school closures etc.
Very best wishes
TJ








LionLink consultation to launch soon, communities encouraged to take part
Suffolk County Council is encouraging affected residents and communities to engage with a public consultation for National Grid’s LionLink project, details of which have just been announced.
[image: ]
A written consultation and materials will launch on 13 January 2026, supported by five public information exhibitions in Saxmundham, Southwold, Hinton, Westleton and Yoxford. The consultation will close on 10 March 2026.
It is imperative that local communities engage with the upcoming LionLink consultation... I completely understand that some communities are exhausted – on a constantly moving conveyor belt of responding to consultation after consultation, for project after project.
The planning of the LionLink project is now reaching its final stages, before an expected application for a Development Consent Order later in 2026.
Therefore, the county council is urging concerned residents, businesses, organisations and town and parish councils to get up-to-speed with the scheme’s plans, so they are in a position to contribute to the forthcoming consultation.
Councillor Richard Rout, Suffolk County Council’s Cabinet Member for Devolution, Local Government Reorganisation and NSIPs, said:
“It is imperative that local communities engage with the upcoming LionLink consultation, it is the final chance to influence the design, the routing, and ultimately the need for the project, before the application is submitted.  I completely understand that some communities are exhausted – on a constantly moving conveyor belt of responding to consultation after consultation, for project after project.” 
Initial details about the consultation are available on National Grid’s LionLink website, with further information being published in the new year.
https://www.nationalgrid.com/national-grid-ventures/lionlink/about

Primary school application deadline approaches
Parents and carers have until Thursday 15 January 2026 to submit an application to secure their child’s place at a primary, infant or junior school for September 2026.
Applications should be made for children born between 1 September 2021 and 31 August 2022 who are due to start primary school from September 2026.
An application for a full-time school place must be made even if a child is already attending a nursery class in an infant or primary school, a pre-school or a family hub next to a school site.
Parents and carers need to apply for a school place by the closing date of 15 January 2026 to make sure they have the best chance of securing a place at their preferred school.Cllr Reid continued: “It is important that parents and carers consider how they will get their child to and from school before making a school application. We also recommend applying for more than one school and up to three schools can be listed in order of preference.”
If you are planning to move house, or you think your circumstances may change before September, it is still essential to make an application on time using the child’s current address. Further information to help parents and carers with this process is available at www.suffolk.gov.uk/admissions.
Applications should be made online as this will mean parents and carers will receive a confirmation of their application. They can then log onto the online service on the National Offer Day (Thursday 16 April 2026) to see their school place offer and they will also be sent an email to confirm this offer on the same day.
If a parent or carer is unable to apply online then they should complete a paper application (CAF1), however these cannot be acknowledged, so it is suggested parents and carers obtain proof of postage. For those who completed paper applications, offer letters will be sent out by second class post on the National Offer Day.
School Travel eligibility is based on a child attending their nearest suitable school that would have had a place available. This might not be the catchment area school. To find out more about SCC’s school travel policy please visit www.suffolkonboard.com/schooltravel.
Applications can be made at www.suffolk.gov.uk/admissions, where further advice and guidance is also available. Alternatively, parents and carers can call 0345 600 0981 for a paper application (CAF1).
Last year, Suffolk County Council offered 96.3% of children a place at the primary school their parent or carer listed as their first preference when they applied on time. If parents and carers do not apply by the closing date, their application may not be dealt with until after places have been offered to those who applied on time.
OPINION PIECE: Looking ahead to a new year of change and opportunity
The Leader of Suffolk County Council looks forward to 2026 30 Dec 2025
For many of us, this time of year goes hand in hand with reflection, resolutions, and plans for the year ahead. In local government we are no different, and the end of the year provides a welcome opportunity to look forward and focus on how we can make 2026 a success for Suffolk.
I know that for many people this period of reflection is a luxury. For countless residents, work does not slow down or stop over the Christmas period.
So, I want to begin by thanking everyone who has contributed to delivering essential services across Suffolk over the festive season. Whether you work in the emergency services, care sector, or in shipping and delivery, your dedication keeps our county moving, and it does not go unnoticed.
In Suffolk we are gearing up for a year unlike any other. Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) will mean that, in a little over two years’ time, the county council, as well as the districts and boroughs, will cease to exist. The tapestry of local government will change for good as we move towards a more straightforward system of unitary government.
In the coming months, government will decide what form that new unitary authority will take, but I remain utterly convinced that the only sensible, sustainable, and safe outcome for Suffolk would be for government to choose the “One Suffolk” proposal for a single authority across our county. This would save millions of pounds every year, allow council tax to harmonise to the lowest level possible, and empower the real workhorses of local government, towns, and parish councils, to do more for their communities with enhanced support and opportunities for funding.
The upcoming year is also one of real opportunity for Suffolk. If central government would just get on and fund the projects which already have widespread support, like the Ely and Haughley junctions, we could see the start of a project that would ultimately remove thousands of HGVs from our main roads and onto rail.
There are also the government’s promises around national SEND reform. So far this has been delayed but given that every authority across the country is reporting serious issues with the levels of demand they face, it really is an area the government should get on with and tackle properly. Whilst I am pleased to acknowledge that several indicators point to positive progress made by this council within our own SEND services, and alongside partners across health, schools and the Suffolk Parent Carer Forum, we cannot keep waiting for government to deliver on its own promised reforms and improved funding - we need this reform now.
There are also huge opportunities to deliver better care and support for adults. In Suffolk we are already a national leader in respect of digital care, with our services currently rated as Good by the CQC. However, where are the government’s long-promised adult social care reforms? When it came to power a year and a half ago, the government scrapped the previous government’s white paper on social care, promising a new National Care Service. Now this seems to have been kicked yet again into ever longer grass. It seems to me that the priority of social care is coming a poor third behind dealing with doctors’ strikes and the Secretary of State’s own future career ambitions. The government must do better for our most vulnerable residents and their families in 2026.
As a county we have a massive farming heritage, and whilst I welcome the government’s recent U-turn on their devastating family farm inheritance tax, there are real opportunities to do more to support our farmers who feed us and safeguard our environment. This includes abolishing their ridiculous tax entirely and reducing net zero legislation to support lower energy costs now. We cannot continue to allow expensive energy costs to damage Suffolk industry and destroy national economic growth.
This New Year’s, thousands of people will head into bars and restaurants across Suffolk to celebrate. Government must do more to support our hospitality sector, recognising the important role it plays in bringing communities together, providing entertainment, and creating many jobs. Businesses need support to start up and be successful; they need to be helped to create more jobs, not taxed out of existence the moment they start trading by a government addicted to tax and spend.
For our part, Suffolk County Council will continue to invest all we can in our towns, villages and communities, ensuring our county remains one of the very best places to live, work and raise a family.
Since 2017, Suffolk County Council has invested more than £20 million in resurfacing 1,000 miles of road and securing additional investment for drainage and pavements. We have invested in new technology to make road repairs quicker and cheaper, and such opportunities for new tools and approaches will continue to be explored next year.
Suffolk Fire and Rescue Service will forge ahead with its improvement plan, with a strong focus on investing in our people, the service, and the equipment they rely on, ensuring we continue to provide the very best protection and support for Suffolk’s communities.
Alongside this, our Trading Standards team will remain relentless in tackling scams, illegal trading, and rogue operators, actively protecting residents and holding offenders to account.
There is much to look forward to, from the Suffolk Show and the 20th anniversary of Latitude Festival to Ipswich Town continuing their push for success on the pitch.
I would like to wish everyone across Suffolk a very happy New Year. I sincerely hope that 2026 brings health, happiness, and opportunity to you all.   Matthew Hicks
Statement on provisional local government finance settlement 2026 to 2027
Suffolk County Council has expressed serious concern following the publication of the government’s provisional local government finance settlement 2026 to 2027.
Cllr Richard Smith MVO, Suffolk County Council’s deputy leader and cabinet member for finance, economic development and skills, said:
“We are deeply disappointed by the government’s provisional local government finance settlement. Our current understanding is that Suffolk County Council now faces a £6 million budget gap — £3.5 million worse than we had previously forecast.
“This is despite government assumptions that councils will raise Council Tax by the maximum amount every year, and the introduction of a so-called ‘fairer’ funding model. In reality, the government has shifted resources towards metropolitan areas at the expense of rural counties like ours, while injecting very little new money into the system.
“This settlement makes an already difficult financial position even more challenging. We will continue to press for a genuinely fair funding formula that properly reflects the needs and costs of delivering services in rural communities.”








A quick reminder of how to keep yourselves updated re Sizewell C works:
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INFORMATION FOR ROAD USERS

@ Location
Main Road

4, Traffic management
Traffic control (two-way signals)

Date
20 Sep 08:00 - 9 Nov 18:00

8

INFORMATION FOR OPERATIONAL TEAMS
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Highway Authority
Suffolk County Council

Works reference
£c002227107 [

Permit reference
EC30022271107-06 ()
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